
Accents on Macintosh 
 
To type accented characters on a Macintosh, hold the Option key as you press the 
accent. The let go of both keys and type the letter itself. 
 
 1. Accent aigu (é): type Option-E followed by the vowel.  
  
 Example: To type the lower case é, hold down the Option key, then the E key. 

Release both keys then type lowercase e. 
  
 2. Accent grave (à, è): Option-~ followed by the vowel. The ~ key is in the upper left 

of the keyboard.  
  
 Example: To type à, hold down the Option key and the ~ key. Release both keys and 

type a. 
  
 3. Accent circonflexe (â, ê, î, ô, û): Option-I followed by the vowel. 
 
Example: To type ô, hold down the Option key and the I key. Release both keys and 

type o. 
 
4. Cédille (ç): Option-C. 
 
5. Tréma (ë): Option-U followed by the vowel. 
 


